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Deputy, the Earl of Kildare, was a zealous supporter
of that party. And, since the royal power did not
reach much beyond the ports, Ireland afforded an
excellent base of operations for any attack upon
Henry. At the same time, it would not have been
easy to organise a rebellion there, and so Burgundy
was even more valuable to the malcontents. It has
been seen that Edward IV. had entered into alliance
with that duchy, and his sister, the Duchess Dowager
Margaret, was possessed of great influence in the
Low Countries, and also ruler of her dower lands in
complete independence. She was bitterly opposed
to the Lancastrians, and only too ready to assist in
any attempt to overthrow Henry. Possessed of very
considerable wealth, she was able to fit out expe-
ditions for this purpose, while her power was equal to
the protection of refugees. It was in Burgundy,
therefore, that the Yorkist plots were hatched, their
armaments prepared, and a safe retreat found in case
of defeat. In England itself the malcontents were,
perhaps, not very important ; the strength of the
party lay in the late ministers of Richard III., in
the irreconcilable supporters of the house of York,
and in those men who considered themselves as-
having been slighted by the new king, or as not
having been adequately rewarded. The mass of
the people was inclined to be apathetic, and, if
it were necessary to take sides, was more
likely to support the reigning monarch than his
opponents.

With so many enemies round him it could not be
expected that Henry would long be left in peace, and,